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J - INTRODUCTION 

Claims 24-27 have been Udded. Claims 9-27 are now 
pending in the present application claims 9, 14, 15, 18 and 
19 have been amended to clarify the subject matter recited 
there**. No new, matter has been Udded. Reconsideration of 
the present application is requested. 

Claims 14 and 16-19 weri, rejected under 35 U-S c 

112, second paragraph. 

With respect to claim l| , it is respectfully 
submitted that the Office Action Incorrectly recites the 
claim. Claim 14 actually recites, : "each connecting section of 
each contact element is pai-tially extrusion-coated with 

Piastre to form the housing and cj amped between two halves of 
the housing," i.e., atsba£ partiaily extrusion . coated or 
clamped. (Emp hasis added.- the underlined words were omitted in 
the Offxce Action., This phrase. i read in its entirety, is in 
accord with the specification, whj ch provides that a contact 
-t 14 of connector 11 may be partially extrusion-coated with 
Plastic or clamped between two hajves of housing 16 
notwithstanding the foregoing, Applicants .have amended claim 
14 for further clarify the sub 3 ed matter recited therein 

With regard to claims it and 19, these claims have 
ben amended to correct the typographical error, replacino the 
words, tie bar," with the word, .crossbar,- as provided in 
the Specification. • < 

U and 18 'f ref ° re ' " iS r «P««fully submitted that claims 
li and 18 9 meet the clarity and .precision retirements of 35 
"•S.C. s 112, second paragraph, and it is respectfully 
requested that the rejection of th:ese claims be withdrawn. 
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111 • REJECTION OF CLAIMS 9-12 ANti: 14 UNDER 35 U.S.C. g 102 fb) 

Claims 9-12 and 14 were 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(b) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,066,236 to 
Broeksteeg ("Broeksteeg"). Applicants respectfully submit 
that Broeksteeg does not anticipate claims 9-12 and 14 for at 
least the following reasons. 

Claim 9 recites a multipole electrical connector 
having contact elements which are 1 arranged in a single plane 
and form a single-layer stamped girid. Claims 10-12 and 14 
depend from claim 9. 

Broeksteeg relates to an impedance matched backplane 
connector. Fig. 8 of Broeksteeg jshows, for example, a 
terminal subassembly. Broeksteeg does not disclose, or even 
suggest, a multipole connector; nor is there any suggestion 
that the terminal subassembly of ;3roeksteeg could or should be 
modified to form a multipole connkctor. Claim 9 explicitly 
recites a multipole cozmector whibh includes contact elements 
that are each configured to receive a different counter- 
contact section of a multipole Gibing- connector. Therefore, 
it is respectfully submitted that! Broeksteeg does not 
anticipate claims 9-12 and 14. 

In view of at least the! foregoing, it is 
respectfully requested that the rejection of claims 9-12 and 
14 be withdrawn. 

JV ' BEJECTIQN OF CIAIMS 13 awn 91* TT*m g R 35 p,s r g 103f a > 

Claims 13 and 23 stand j rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as obvious over Broeksteeg! in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,196,853 to Harting et al. ("Harking"). Applicants 
respectfully submit that the combination of Broeksteeg and 
Harting does not render obvious cLaims 13 and 23 for at least 
the following reasons. 

Claim 13 depends from cLaim 9 and claim 23 depends 
from claim 15; accordingly, the arguments presented above in 
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connection with claim 9 apply equally to claims 13 and 23.. 
Harting does not cure the deficiencies of Broeksteeg 
Withdrawal of the rejection of c^ims 13 and 23 under 35 
U.5.C. § 103(a) is therefore respectfully requested. 

V - CLAIMS 15-99 

Claims 15-22 have not bteen explicitly rejected by 
the Examiner over prior art. Howbver, these claims are 
mentioned in connection with the [rejection of claims 9-12 and 
14 under 35 o.S.c. § 102(b) over broeksteeg. Thus, it is not 
clear as to whether claims 15-22 fare rejected over prior art- 
and, if so, what the basis of the! rejection is. m any ^ 
it is respectfully submitted that; claims 15-22 are not 
anticipated or rendered obvious bi- Broeksteeg, ■ or rendered 
obvious by Broeksteeg in view of ilarting. 

Claims 15-22 are directed to a method of producing a 
multipole electrical conductor. ;. s discussed above in 
connection with claim 9, Broeksteeg relates to a backplane 
connector. Fig. 3 of Broeksteeg .hows, for example, a 
terminal subassembly. There is n \t suggestion in Broeksteeg 
of producing a multipole connect as recited in claims 15-22 
Hartxng does not cure the deficiencies of Broeksteeg. 

It is respectfully submitted that claims 15-22 
should be allowed. 

VI. NEW CIATMS 

New claims 24-27 have beWn added. Support for the 
subject matter of these claims can be found throughout the 
disclosure, especially, in the Figures. 

V. CQNCLUSTOM 

in light of the foregoirig, it is respectfully 
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submitted that all pending claimsj are in condition for 
allowance. Prompt reconsideration and allowance of the 
present application are therefor©: earnestly solicited. 



Dated 



R e s|?>eGt f u^y^^^^iit t^. 



By 





jili^fiard L. Mayer 
j?Reg. No. 22, 490) 

| JEN YON & KENYON 
!)ne Broadway 

flew York, New York 10004 
■.212) 425-7200 

CUSTOMER NO. 26646 



26646 

patent trademark office 



574598v2 
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AMENDMENT VERSION WTTH Mapg ^NGS SHOWING CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims', as follows; 

9. (Amended) A multipole electrical connector for providing a 
releasable coupling with a multip ^g mating connector, 
comprising: 

a housing; and 

a contact set supported in tlie housing, the contact set 
including a plurality of contact elements, each of th» mn. a ., 
elements configured to re ceive a d ifferent rounter-rnn^rt 
section of the multinole m^in. rh n ir ,.. each of the contact 
elements including a contact secti.on and a connecting section; 
wherein the contact elements are arranged in a single plane 
and form a single-layer stamped gi::id. 

14. (Amended) The connector according to claim 9, wherein at 
least each connecting section of «.ach contact element is one 
ofj_JJ_ partially extrusion-coated; with plastic to form the 
housing^ and ill clamped between two halves of the housing. 

15. (Amended) A method of producing a multipole electrical 
connector, the method comprising^ 

producing a contact set fromia single metal strip, the 
contact set including a pluralitylof contact elements, each of 
the contact elements including a contact section and a 
connecting section, each of ~w a et si em pni-« r. on f iaur * d tn 
receive a different ronnter-cn^it section of a multino]^ 
mating connector , the contact elements being arranged in a 
single plane and forming „ .^i-i^.. ^ stamDpri nriH . &nd 

supporting the contact set within a housing. 

18. (Amended) The method according to claim 15, wherein the 
step of producing the contact set [includes producing at least 

8 : 
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one (tie bar] crossbar between thj-a plurality of contact 
elements. 

19- (Amended) The method according to claim 18, further 
comprising: 

removing the at least one [tiie bar] crossbar . 

Please add the following new claims: 

24. (New) A multipole electrical:! connector for providing a 
releasable coupling with a multifile mating connector, 
comprising: | 
a housing; and 

a contact set supported in the housing, the contact set 
including a plurality of contact jilements, each of the contact 
elements including a contact secti.on and a connecting section, 
a first one of the contact elements being configured to 
receive a first counter-contact section of the multipole 
mating connector, and a second on?s of the contact elements 
being configured to receive a second counter contact section 
of the multipole mating connector! the second counter contact 
section being oriented in a different direction than the first 
counter contact section? wherein j;:he contact elements are 
arranged in a single plane and fojrm a single-layer stamped 
grid. 

25. (New) The connector according to claim 25, wherein the 
first counter contact section andj the second counter contact 
section are oriented perpendicularly relative to one another. 

26. (New) ft method of producing i. multipole electrical 
connector, the method comprising:! 

producing a contact set from;- a single metal strip, the 
contact set including a pluralityjof contact elements, each of 
the contact elements including a contact section and a 



07/17/2003 09:28 FAX 212 425 5288 



KENYON & KENYON 



Bon 



connecting section, each of the contact elements configured to 
receive a different counter-contact section of a multipole 
mating connector, a first one of [the contact elements being 
configured to receive a first counter-contact section of a 
multipole mating connector, and a ! second one of the contact 
elements being configured to receive a second counter contact 
section of the multipole mating connector, the second counter 
contact section being oriented in a different direction than 
the first counter contact section, the contact elements being 
arranged in a single plane and forming a single-layer stamped 
grid; and ! 

supporting the contact set within a housing. 



27. (New) The method according |:o claim connector according 
to claim 26, wherein the first counter contact section and the 
second counter contact section ari, oriented perpendicularly 
relative to one another. 
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